
 
 

 
 

Matthew A. Rozell, a teacher at Hudson Falls High School, New York State, is the recipient of the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution Mary S. Lockwood Medal for Education, an award that was 
presented in October 2012 by the organization’s Jane McCrea Chapter. Previous honorees include the Pulitzer Prize 
winning historian David McCullough and singer/philanthropist Dolly Parton.  
 
One of the world's largest and most active service organizations, the NSDAR has promoted historic preservation, 
education and patriotism since 1890. The Founders Medals, created in 1995 in honor of the four founders, 
recognize citizens who have given unselfishly of themselves and/or their talents to their community, state, or 
nation. The Mary Smith Lockwood Medal for Education honors an individual who has shown outstanding 
achievement through service and leadership in promoting education outside the formal educational process. 
 

Rozell has taught history at his alma mater for over 25 years. He has provided students with 
life-changing experiences that have underscored his driving mission — to promote 
American history and the American heritage as something vital and alive, to foster a 
curiosity that develops into a lifelong appreciation for the values that we cherish as citizens 
of the United States.  
 
This is Rozell’s second national American History award. In 2010, he was selected as the 
Organization of American Historians’ Tachau Teacher of the Year for his hands-on 
approach to advancing history education through projects designed to engage learners in the 
process of “doing history,” working with museums and other public institutions. 
 

Rozell has led students outside of the traditional classroom in some major archaeological breakthrough discoveries 
of our colonial past.  Using period maps and primary source diaries and documents, Rozell and his students have 
discovered and studied a French and Indian War smallpox hospital, fort barracks, a sutlers’ merchant complex and 
the final resting place of a Revolutionary War “martyr,” Jane McCrea. 
 
Rozell has also been recognized as a leader in World War II and Holocaust history. He and his students have 
personally interviewed more than 200 veterans and have published many of these stories that would have otherwise 
been lost. He has been instrumental in reuniting over 225 Holocaust survivors with ten American soldiers who 
liberated them from a train in Nazi Germany on April 13th, 1945 and nursed them back to health thereafter. Rozell 
has facilitated ten reunions (65 years later) in the United States and Israel which have been highly emotional, 
cathartic, and healing. Thousands of students have seen and felt the power of these reunions. In 2008 Rozell was 
awarded a Museum Teacher Fellowship at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum for his work in 
Holocaust education. This work is also being modeled in educational programs across the nation. 
 
The high school history teacher has also been the subject of national television and radio broadcasts and films. On 
Sept. 25th, 2009, Rozell and his students were named ABC World News “Persons of the Week” by Diane Sawyer. 
Rozell was also the subject of a United States Holocaust Memorial Museum documentary “Honoring Liberation,” 
which debuted at our nation’s annual Holocaust Days of Remembrance in Washington DC in April 2010. 

 
In 2009, Rozell was honored as the New York State DAR Outstanding Teacher of American History. He is also the 
recipient of the Washington County Historical Society Cronkite Award and the 2012 Glen at Hiland Meadows 
President’s Award.  
 
 Some of Mr. Rozell’s work can be seen at the websites he maintains, teachinghistorymatters.wordpress.com and 
hfcsd.org/ww2. He resides in Washington County with his wife and three children.  
 
 

http://www.teachinghistorymatters.wordpress.com/
http://www.hfcsd.org/ww2

