
Common Core Standards Alignment 

The concepts, activities, and strategies in this lesson are support the mastery of the 
following Common Core Standards: 

English Language Arts – Writing Standards 

Grade 8 

• W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

o Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

o Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

  

• W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content.  

o Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

o W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 



 
 
 
Grades 9-10 
 

• W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

o Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing 
out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and concerns. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

 

• W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

o Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 
connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 



o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of 
the topic). 

 

• W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for 
a specific purpose and audience. 

• W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences 

 

Grades 11-12 

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

o Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization 
that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

o Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting 



(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

o Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of 
the topic). 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for 
a specific purpose and audience. 

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes. 
 

English Language Arts – Language Standards 

Grade 8 

• L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

o Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 

o Spell correctly. 

L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, 
or listening. 



o Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive 
mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; 
expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

Grades 9-10 

• L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

o Use parallel structure.* 

o Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, 
absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey 
specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

• L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related 
independent clauses. 

o Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

o Spell correctly. 

Grades 11-12 

• L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

o Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, 
and is sometimes contested. 

o Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., Merriam-
Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed. 

• L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Observe hyphenation conventions. 

o Spell correctly. 

 

Literacy Standards in History/Social Studies 

Grades 6-8 

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 



RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

 

Grades 9-10 

RH.9-10.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of 
the text. 

Grades 11-12 

RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary o€r secondary 
source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address 
a question or solve a problem. 

Literacy Standards in Writing 

Grades 6-8 

• WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  

o Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

o Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 



• WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.  

o Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

Grades 9-10 

• WHST.9-10.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

o Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a 
discipline-appropriate form and in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level and concerns. 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 



o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument 
presented. 

• WHST.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

o Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important 
connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

o Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the 
expertise of likely readers. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of 
the topic). 

WHST.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for 
a specific purpose and audience. 

WHST.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Grades 11-12 

• WHST.11-12.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

o Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization 
that logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

o Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 
data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 



o Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument 
presented. 

• WHST.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

o Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each 
new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

o Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

o Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable 
stance in a style that responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise 
of likely readers. 

o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation provided (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of 
the topic). 

WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


